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Abstract

The pottery tradition of Rajasthan, commonly known as terracotta art, is an ancient craft based on “baked clay.” It is not
only limited to making utilitarian objects but also represents the cultural identity, traditions, and folk life of the region. This
craft has been preserved and passed down through generations by the potter community. In this art form, clay is used to
create everyday items such as water pots, pitchers, cups, and lamps, which are especially useful in Rajasthan’s hot climate.
Alongside these, decorative items, idols, and religious objects are also crafted. These products often feature traditional
patterns, geometric designs, and motifs inspired by nature and folklore. Major centers of this craft include Jaipur, Bikaner,
Jodhpur, and Udaipur. Jaipur is particularly famous for its unique blue pottery. The craft involves both men and women—
men typically shape the clay on the wheel, while women assist in preparing the clay and decorating the final products.

The process of pottery making involves several stages: selecting suitable clay, preparing it by removing impurities, shaping
it on a wheel, drying it in sunlight, firing it in a kiln, and finally decorating it. Over time, modern designs and products such as
lamps, showpieces, and eco-friendly items have also become part of this tradition. Despite its rich heritage, this craft faces
challenges due to the increasing use of plastic and machine-made goods. However, efforts by government and organizations
are helping promote and sustain this art. Rajasthan’s pottery remains a vibrant tradition that needs preservation for future
generations.
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