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Abstract

Indian folk and tribal art is part of a rich cultural heritage that expresses the reciprocal relationship between humans and
nature in a remarkably simple, sensitive, and symbolic way. The most striking feature of these art forms is that nature is not
merely a visual backdrop, but is presented as a living, active, and revered entity. Whether it's the trees in Gond art, the
agricultural cycles in Warli paintings, the rivers and lotus flowers in Madhubani art, or the fluid forms of animals and birds in
Bhil paintings, nature emerges everywhere as the fundamental basis of community life. The environmental sensitivity inherent
in these art forms helps us understand not only how, but also why local communities consider nature so important.

This research paper studies the structure, use of natural resources, symbolism, color language, and community experiences
of various folk and tribal art traditions. In particular, it highlights how these art forms can serve as a source of inspiration for
addressing modern environmental concerns such as sustainable development, biodiversity conservation, and the balanced
use of natural resources. The use of natural dyes, organic materials, and sustainable techniques by these communities
demonstrates that aesthetics and environmental conservation are not contradictory but mutually reinforcing.

In contemporary times, commercialization, modernization, and technological intervention have presented these art traditions
with both new challenges and opportunities. Nevertheless, the environmental perspective embedded in these art forms
remains highly relevant today because it inspires humanity to adopt a sensitive, responsible, and balanced approach to
nature.
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